Vine Times
Sonoma County Winegrowers News

Proud recipient of
California’s highest
environmental honor,
the 2016 Governor’s
Environmental &
Economic Leadership
Award.

Page 2
A Letter from Joe Dutton
Commission Board Chairman
Page 4
A Reflection on the
Sonoma County Wildfires

·

November 2017

Page 6-7
Marketing News
Page 8
Sustainability News
Page 10-11
In the Community

CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

V I N E TI MES

A Letter from
Joe Dutton,
Commission
Board Chairman

News from Sonoma County Winegrowers
20 1 7/ 20 1 8 C OM M IS SIO N ER S
Joe Dutton (Chairman)
Glenn Proctor (Vice Chairman)
Mark Sanchietti (Treasurer)
John Balletto
Marissa Ledbetter
Doug McIlroy
George Martinelli
Vickie Mulas
Bret Munselle
Steve Sangiacomo
Ray Johnson (Public Member at Large)
A LT E R N ATE S
Tony Bugica
Domenic Carinalli
Anna Darden
Mark Pasternak
Brad Petersen
Dan Rotlisberger
Rich Schaefers
Taylor Serres
Robert Weinstock
Brent Young
Rhonda Smith (Public Member at Large)

S TAF F
Karis s a K r u s e
President
707-522-5863
Kat e Pi o nt e k
Vice President of Operations
707-522-5868
E mily Fa r r a nt
Sustainability Manager
707-522-5851
A ndr ian a Du c k wo r t h
Relationship & Program Manager
707-522-5867
Mel i s s a Vo gt
Education & Communications Manager
707-522-5862
A my L a nd o lt
Director of Marketing & Public Relations
707-522-5865
S h au n M e ye r s
Executive Assistant
707-522-5864
L or i Pe t e r s e n
Finance Manager
707-522-5852
S t eve Te lle z
Creative Consultant
Robe r t L aV i ne
Sustainability Consultant

2

As the new Chairman of Sonoma County Winegrowers, I
would first like to thank former Chairman Kevin Barr for
his hard work and commitment to our local grape growers.
Under his leadership, the Commission has continued to
increase the value of Sonoma County wine grapes and
position us as global leaders in sustainability. We are poised
to continue down this path of progress in the years to come.
I am honored to have been unanimously chosen as the
new Chairman of this esteemed Commission. It is with
great pleasure and gratitude that I serve with our Board of
Directors, all of whom I have utmost respect for, and I look
forward to working with them over the next two years.
As Chairman, I plan to continue our mission and focus on
our three drivers for success: 1) Continue Sonoma County
Winegrowers’ leadership locally, nationally and globally;
2) Promote Sonoma County as a world class wine region;
and 3) Preserve agriculture for the long-term.
I am most excited about our commitment to sustainability
and hope that with my leadership, as well as with the work
of our dedicated growers and excellent Commission staff,
that we will become the first 100% sustainable wine growing
region in the world.
In addition to our sustainability goal, I am proud to be
involved on the Board of Directors of the Sonoma County
Grape Growers Foundation (SCGGF). I couldn’t be more
proud to see the work that SCGGF is already doing to
improve the lives of ag workers who were impacted by
October’s wildfires. We have received overflowing support
and countless donations towards the SCGGF Wildfire
Housing Recovery Fund for Ag Workers and their families.
I would like to thank everyone for their generous donations.
Finally, I am honored to serve as your Sonoma County
Winegrowers Chairman for the next two years, and I look
forward to working together with all of you to ensure the
sustainability and excellence of our winegrowing community
in Sonoma County—especially as we work to rebuild the
spirit of Sonoma in the wake of the October wildfires.
Sincerely,
Joe Dutton
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SONOMA COUNTY GRAPE GROWERS FOUNDATION

Sonoma County Grape Growers
Foundation Esablishes Housing Recovery
Fund for Ag Workers Displaced by Fires
The Sonoma County Grape Growers Foundation (SCGGF) partnered with the Sonoma
County Farm Bureau to establish a housing recovery fund for ag workers and their
families who were displaced from their homes by the devastating October fires. The
fund serves to assist ag workers who lost their homes in the fires by helping to fund
the re-establishment of new households.
“Obviously, the fires have impacted everyone who lives in Sonoma County in a variety
of ways and for our ag workers, the impact was particularly severe. Knowing that a
home provides a family with stability and comfort, we are committed to getting all
of our displaced ag employees into temporary housing as quickly as possible,” says
Karissa Kruse, President of Sonoma County Winegrowers, who is also serving as the
Executive Director of the Sonoma County Grape Growers Foundation.
The fund has benefitted from initial investments from local grape growers and
supporters, raising over $400,000 to date.
“Fortunately, the Grape Growers Foundation was established years ago to improve
the lives of Sonoma County’s agricultural employees and their families while ensuring
Sonoma County remains a place where agricultural workers will continue to live and
work,” says Kruse. She adds, “While the Foundation is taking a long-term focus on
ag employee housing, we need a short term solution now due to the extent of this
calamity.”
For anyone interested in contributing to the Housing Recovery Fund for Ag
Workers, please visit: www.scggf.org to make a contribution.
About the Grape Growers Foundation
The Sonoma County Grape Growers Foundation (SCGGF) was established in
2002 as a 501(c)(3) organization to help fund educational workshops in Spanish
for agricultural employees. Relaunched in January of 2016, SCGGF is focused on
improving the lives of Sonoma County’s agricultural employees and their families,
while ensuring Sonoma County remains a place where agricultural workers will
continue to live, work and thrive. SCGGF collaborates with various community-based
organizations and government agencies to identify existing resources, leverage
available support and create new programs to assist local agricultural employees and
their families. This includes a focus on healthcare, affordable housing, childcare and
education. The Foundation is managed by the Sonoma County Winegrowers with
a 12-member board of directors comprised of agricultural leaders, vineyard owners,
winery executives and other Sonoma County community leaders.
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Thank You
to Our Donors
• Foley Family Charitable
($50,000)
• Wilbur-Ellis Holdings II,
Inc. ($50,000)
• PRIMA Vini Wine
Merchants ($35,000)
• Rabobank ($30,000)
• American Ag Credit
($25,000)
• John Jordan Foundation
($25,000)
• The Rubin Family
Foundation ($25,000)
• Wild Goat Foundation
($25,000)
• California Foundation for
Stronger Communities
($20,000)
• The Saqui Law Group
($10,000)
• Archer Norris ($5,000)
• Balletto Vineyards
($5,000)
• California Grower
Foundation (CGF)
($5,000)
• Duff & Nancy Bevill
($5,000)
• Dutton Ranch ($5,000)
• Foothill Packing, Inc.
($5,000)
• Gary Farrell Winery
($5,000)
• Redwood Empire
Vineyard Management,
Inc. ($5,000)
• Sangiacomo Family
Vineyards ($5,000)
• Benovia Winery ($4,738
Raised & Matching
Funds)
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WILDFIRE IMPACT FAQs
Will the 2017 vintage be OK?
Yes, the vintage will be fine and bottles of wine bearing
the Sonoma County brand will continue to be the
premium quality that wine lovers have come to expect
from our county. The majority of grapes, more than
90%, in Sonoma County were harvested before the
fires began. Winegrape growers throughout California
were fortunate to benefit from an extreme heat wave
during Labor Day Weekend, which sped up the ripening
process and resulted in most of the grapes being picked
before the fires began. Those grapes have already been
crushed and the winemaking process has begun. Many
of the remaining grapes that were not in the path of the
fire were harvested as the areas were deemed safe.
Will there be smoke taint?
Given how late it was in the season when the fires
started, the concern of smoke taint on the grapes that
were on the vine during the fires is low. This assessment
would be much different had the fires occurred in late
July or early August. It is important to remember that
the University of California, Davis, estimates that around
1% of the grape acreage in Sonoma County was in the
direct path of the fire. Winemakers will closely monitor
for this during the winemaking process, but given the
circumstances, they do not expect it to be a problem.
Were vineyards impacted by the fire?
Grape vines are resilient. In fact, firefighters repeatedly
witnessed vineyards servings as natural fire breaks
stopping the advancement of the flames. More than 90%
of the grapes in Sonoma County had been harvested
before the fires began. While there are more than one
million acres of land in Sonoma County, grape vineyards
only account for 6% of that land. The impact was limited
and mostly included singed foliage, burnt cover crops
and vines being sprayed with fire retardant from aerial
drops. In the very worst cases, some vines caught on
fire. While damage assessments will continue for some
time, it is expected that most of the grape vineyards will
survive and be back at full production within the next
few years.
Is Sonoma County open for business?
Yes, we are open for business and your support is
needed now more than ever. There are more than one
million acres of land in Sonoma County and the fires
touched a very small portion of it. The threat to local
businesses today isn’t the fire, but tourists staying away
because they believe the entire region was burned. Our
towns, hotels, stores, restaurants and wine tasting rooms
need your visits and support for the employees, business
owners and families. Not only will your visits boost our
local economy, but your support will also help us recover
and realize that we will get through this together.
How can I help?
The Sonoma County Grape Growers Foundation
(SCGGF), in partnership with the Sonoma County Farm
Bureau, has established a Housing Recovery Fund for
Ag Workers and their families who were displaced
from their homes by the devastating fires. The fund will
serve to assist ag workers who live and work in Sonoma
County and lost their homes in the fires by helping
to fund the re-establishment of new households. For
anyone interested in contributing to the housing fund,
visit: www.scggf.org to make a contribution. SCGGF is a
501(c)(3) organization.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

A Reflection on the
Sonoma County Wildfires
Sonoma County, in my humble opinion, is and always
will be the best place in the world. When I moved here
ten years ago, I was drawn to the beautiful vineyards,
the hiking trails, the world class wines and food, and
the quirky culture that is defined by the diversity
that spreads across the million acres here. But most
importantly, I was inspired by the community of people
who call Sonoma County home.
The events that began on October 8th and ravaged
parts of our county for three weeks will forever change
Sonoma County. I do not think you can find a person in
this community who was not directly or closely impacted
by the fires. So much was lost—lives, homes, pets, barns,
fences, stability, favorite pictures, love letters, that perfect
coffee cup. It is times like these that define a community.
I am so proud of our farmers—of all of you—who in many
instances were providing water from your reservoirs,
watching vigilantly for arsonists and in some cases even
fighting the fires alongside the first responders. We know
our vineyards were unspoken heroes providing natural
fire breaks, but you as a grape growing community
should also be commended for your support and efforts.
As time passes, the rainy season has begun—providing
a symbolic change, allowing many of us to take our first
deep breath in weeks. It is time to shift gears. It is time
to rebuild Sonoma County into an even better place
and a stronger community. As land preservationists,
philanthropists and economic contributors within
Sonoma County, our leadership is needed now more than
ever. This is my “ask” for all of you: Let’s be visionaries
and leaders in creating an innovative solution for the
future of our county. Get engaged and stay strong.
Forward. Onward. Upward. Sonoma County Strong.
Sincerely,

Vine Times | Fall 2017

IN THE COMMUNITY

Sonoma County Department of Agriculture Seeks
Fire Damage Assessment Information
The Sonoma County Departmet of Agriculture is seeking fire damage assessment information. We encourage
you to please fill
out the form on thisOF
page,
tear it out and mail it to the address
at the bottom of the form.
DEPARTMENT
AGRICULTURE/WEIGHTS
& MEASURES
Tony Linegar

Agricultural Commissioner
Sealer of Weights & Measures

133 Aviation Blvd., Suite 110
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-1077
(707) 565-2371 Fax (707) 565-3850
sonomacounty.ca.gov/AWM

2017 FIRE DAMAGE AGRICULTURAL ASSESSMENT FORM – WINEGRAPE
This is a preliminary data capture to evaluate potential damage and/or loss sustained during the October 2017 fire events
in Sonoma County. The Department may contact the reporting party for additional information. For questions or
additional information, please call (707) 565-2371. All information is confidential. This information will be used to
compile a damage assessment report for Sonoma County in order to qualify Sonoma County for federal assistance. Attach
additional pages as needed.
Owner Name:
Business Name:
Address:
APN:
Affected Owner Block Number(s):
Contact Phone Number:
Contact Email Address:
Fruit Damage/Loss - list by varietal

Vine Damage/Loss - list by varietal

Please return completed form to:
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Acres Planted

Acres Damaged

Estimated Loss
($)

Acres Planted

# of Vines or
Fraction of Acre
Damaged

Anticipate Need
to Replace
Vines? Yes or
No

Sonoma County Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures
133 Aviation Boulevard, Suite 110, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Fax: (707) 565-3850 | Email: sonomaag@sonoma-county.org
Phone: (707) 565-2371 | Web: www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/awm
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MARKETING NEWS

Karissa Kruse
Featured in
FOOD & WINE Magazine
One of the Most Innovative Women in Food & Drink
Sonoma County Winegrowers is excited to announce that
our President, Karissa Kruse, was named one of the Most
Innovative Women in Food and Drink by Food & Wine
Magazine. The list was released online on September 14th
and published in the October issue.
In the article, Kruse is commended for her goal of
reaching 100% sustainability in Sonoma County grape
growing, as well as for her commitment to speaking
about the importance of sustainability worldwide, and her
recent work in launching the Sonoma County Center for
Ag Sustainabiliy—a think tank that will bring in experts to
discuss challenges facing agriculture and wine in Sonoma
County.
SONOMA COU N T Y W I N EG R OW ER S
P RESIDEN T, KA R ISSA KR U SE, WAS N A M ED
ONE OF THE MOST IN N OVATI V E WOM EN I N
FOOD AND DR IN K, P UBL ISHED I N FOOD &
WINE MAGA ZI N E’S OCTOBER 2 017 ISSUE .

MARKETING NEWS

FOOD & WINE Magazine
Working with Branditecture, our creative brand
firm, Sonoma County Winegrowers has developed
advertising with a new look and feel. We are
excited to announce our first new advertisement’s
placement in the October issue of FOOD & WINE
Magazine. We are honored to be working in
partnership with this esteemed publication.
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MARKETING NEWS

Guild of Sommeliers
Our ongoing partnership with the Guild
of Sommeliers continues as they film
educational videos with our Sonoma County
grape growers to educate members of the
Guild, as well as non-members, about topics in viticulture,
winemaking and sustainability.
In September, the Guild of Sommeliers team met up with
Clay Mauritson of Mauritson Wines, Mitch Blakeley of
Pedroncelli Winery and Mike Cox of Schug Carneros Estate
Winery during harvest season, to film additional educational
videos about grape harvesting, lab testing and winemaking.

G E O F F K R U T H O F T H E GUI L D O F
S O M M E L I E R S ( L E F T ) W I T H HI S FI L M M AK ER
A N D MI TC H B L A K E L E Y ( R IGHT) , FO URTH
G E N E R AT I O N G R A P E GROWER
A N D V I N E YA R D M A N AGER, AT
P E D R O N C E L L I W I NERY.

Thes educational videos will be featured on their website,
www.guildsomm.com, and are available to view with or
without a membership to the guild.

MARKETING NEWS

Sonoma County
Grape Camp 2017
Sonoma County Grape Camp is the ultimate experience for wine
lovers and food lovers alike. This year, on September 17-19, more
than two dozen wine lovers from around the globe traveled to
GRA P E CAMP E R S HA RV ESTI N G
SANGIACOMO M ER LOT AT
THE K ISER V IN EYA R D
IN SONOM A VA L L EY

Sonoma County to participate in this exclusive harvest experience.
In addition to steady support from consumers, this year’s event
brought in media from important outlets and publications such

as Food Network, Forbes, Orbitz and AARP. For the
first time since its inception, Grape Camp hosted two
sommeliers in addition to the consumers and media,
bringing an extra layer of expertise to the table.
In its 11th annual year, Sonoma County Grape Camp has
been a continual success and we thank each and every
winery and grape grower who participated to make this
experience possible for Sonoma County wine lovers.
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C LOS I N G G R A P E CA M P DI N N E R AT
DU T TO N R A N C H
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SUSTAINABILITY NEWS: CERTIFICATION REMINDER

Auditor Vetting
As a reminder, please seek more than one quote for your Sustainability Certification audit. Pricing across
auditors can vary greatly, so it in your best interest to get more than one quote before proceeding with a
chosen auditor.
Sonoma County Winegrowers Recommended Auditors (based on pricing/availability)
• Laura Breyer, bugeye99@aol.com, 707-836-7033
• Lisa Godfrey, lisacgodfrey@gmail.com, 707-731-9587
• Kelley Keogh, Kelley@sonic.net, 707-843-1632
• Ryan Leininger, rtleininger@gmail.com, 707-799-0101

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS

Sonoma County Sustainability
Wine Bottle Label
We are pleased to announce the Sonoma County Sustainable label for
use on Sonoma County wine bottles, beginning with the 2017 harvest.
Sonoma County wine that is comprised of a minimum of 85% Sonoma
County certified sustainable grapes under one of the four accepted
sustainability programs (CSWA, FFF, SIP & Lodi Rules), may be eligible to
use the label on wine bottles.
If you are interested in using the Sonoma County Sustainable label for this year’s vintage, please make
sure to separate at least 85% Sonoma County certified grapes from non-certified grapes for the varietals
you wish to label.
Wines bearing the Sonoma County Sustainable label will directly demonstrate to consumers your brand’s
commitment to sustainability.
In December 2016, SCW commissioned a proprietary consumer research survey in collaboration with
Wine Intelligence, a leading global consumer research firm, to measure and understand U.S. consumer
trends related to sustainable winegrowing and winemaking.
The survey sample consisted of 2,010 regular wine drinkers, as defined by consuming wine at least once
per month. 804 respondents (40%) of those drinkers were frequent premium drinkers, as defined by
consuming at least twice per month and spend more than $15 off premise.
• 68% of frequent premium wine drinkers state they are more likely to buy a wine if it is certified sustainable
• 40% of respondents would pay at least a $5 premium for sustainable wine
• $7.28 was the average premium respondents would be willing to pay for sustainable wine
More information is available on the Sonoma County Winegrowers website:
http://sonomawinegrape.org/sustainability/sonoma-county-sustainable-label/
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COMMISSION NEWS

Harvest & Community Celebration
This year’s Harvest & Community Celebration saw more than 200 attendees from the Sonoma County
community—bringing together grape growers, winemakers and community members for an evening of
gourmet food and world-class wine at the Vintners Inn in Santa Rosa.
Sonoma County Winegrowers would like to thank everyone who attended, with a special thank you to our
event sponsors: Exchange Bank, Rabobank and Wells Fargo.
The evening provided community members with a much-needed opportunity to reconnect and come
together after October’s events, and the resilence and strength of our community emanated in abundance.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Francis Ford Coppola Winery Honored
as Sustainability Leader in Wine Industry
For over forty years, the Coppola family has been committed to producing
quality wine through environmentally responsible practices. The winery’s
sustainability approach includes seeking innovative ways to improve
efficiency, minimize impacts on the environment and foster a nurturing
habitat for wildlife, staff and the public. The Sonoma County Harvest Fair is
pleased to honor Francis Ford Coppola Winery with the 2017 Sustainable
Producer/Maker Award.
“I’m thrilled to receive this award. Sustainability is such an important part of our business and our team has
put so much dedication and hard work into accomplishing our goals,” says Corey Beck, Francis Ford Coppola
Winery’s President & Director of Winemaking. “Sustainability is about being a steward of the land as well
as the community, and enhancing the lives around us. It’s our commitment to preserve the land for future
generations so that our children and grandchildren have the opportunity to embrace this beautiful land.”
As one of the leading California sustainable wineries, Francis Ford Coppola Winery’s green business practices
are the cornerstone to its success. Estate vineyards are farmed using innovative water conservation practices
such as aerial imagery, weather stations, soil monitoring probes and drip irrigation. Each drop of water used
by the winemaking facility is captured, cleaned and recycled for vineyard irrigation. The winery’s farming
practices have been certified through the California Sustainable Winegrowers Alliance (CSWA) since 2012 and
promote biodiversity in the vineyard. CSWA along with other area sustainability partners recently bestowed
the Leader Award upon Francis Ford Coppola Winery, one of only four recipients of the prestigious California
Green Medal Awards.
Their integrated pest management system utilizes alternative methods for pest control. Diversified plant
species are incorporated into the soils through cover crop trials. Two bee hives on the property are host to
over 10,000 pollinators. Barn owls are encouraged to live amongst the vines in owl boxes and perches to
help protect the land from gophers and encourage natural mammalian pest control. These farming practices
are continually benefiting the Russian River watershed fish habitat. Coppola was certified with Fish Friendly
Farming through the California Land Stewardship Institute in 2007.
Francis Ford Coppola Winery knows that having the right team on board, and investing in their success,
is critical to producing great wine. Their sustainability department puts forth focus on greening efforts
throughout the year, always looking for ways to improve or innovate. In addition to providing training
opportunities for staff, their volunteer “Green Team” meets regularly to identify new ways the company can
innovate and improve their footprint.
These sustainable growing practices are the cornerstone of producing award winning wines year after year.
Caring for the land has not only been a top priority for the Coppola estate, but area growers are encouraged
to farm sustainably.
“Our sustainability efforts have been an anchor initiative in our business for decades. Each year we make
more progress. Last year, we made the commitment to source 100% sustainability certified grapes by 2019.
We offer our growers advice on innovative vineyard techniques and financial assistance in helping them
achieve certification,” Beck says. The Sonoma County Harvest Fair is proud to honor Francis Ford Coppola
Winery’s achievements in sustainability with this year’s Sustainable Producer/Maker award.
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Joe & Steve Dutton of Dutton Ranch Named 2017
Sustainable Farmers by Sonoma County Harvest Fair
In 1964, The Dutton Ranch was created by Joe & Steve’s parents, Warren
and Gail Dutton. The family started farming French colombard grapes and
apples at their Graton ranch, west of Sebastopol. Continuing this family
legacy, 5th generation farmers, Joe and Steve are currently co-owners of
the family ranch, which has gained notoriety for world class grapes and
certified organic apples. For the Duttons, farming sustainably has been
at the forefront of their practices for years, with a focus on preserving
agriculture, taking care of their employees and maintaining a business that
can be passed down to the next generation.
“Sustainability is doing the best we can for our own business, our
employees and the environment, while keeping the bottom line always in
mind,” says Steve Dutton. “Involving our kids and transitioning our business
to the next generation is what we believe sustainability is all about.”
The two brothers both grew up on the ranch and have only really had one job – working on the family ranch.
They started by helping their father with whatever work he had for them to do. Steve began working on the
ranch in 1987, after his return from studying 2 years at the University of California, Davis. Joe then began
working alongside his father and brother Steve after he graduated high school in Forestville, California. In
honor of their farming legacy, Joe and Steve plan on continuing the family business and enhancing their
success, by including the next generation of the Dutton family.
The brothers have a close nit relationship in their personal and professional lives. Steve shares, “There’s no
one I trust more than my brother Joe.” The brothers are proud to grow world class grapes and turn them into
world class wine. With a focus on unparalleled quality, they have partnerships with over 70 wineries and work
with each one to grow the best grapes for their wine programs. They farm over 400 separate grape blocks
with different harvest picks that deliver premium grapes that are the foundation for many wines that proudly
bear the Dutton Ranch vineyard designation.
The Dutton’s also go above and beyond to take care of their employees. Currently, they house 94 employees
on the ranch and have 15 houses for foremen and their families.
Joe and Steve Dutton have given so much to the community and continue to do so by remaining on multiple
boards in Sonoma County. Joe is currently the Chairman of the Sonoma County Winegrowers, President of
the Goldridge RCD Board of Directors, and sits on the SRJC Viticultural Advisory Committee with his brother.
Steve is President of the Sonoma County Farm Bureau Board, along with being President of the Board of
the Russian River Valley Wine Growers Foundation. He also holds seats on the Exchange Bank Board, SRJC
Viticultural Advisory Committee, and the Advisory Board of Sonoma County Farm Trails.
The Dutton brothers are thankful to work every day and honored and proud to receive this award. “We like to
farm,” Steve says. “It’s never the same day twice.” Being recognized for their farming and their commitment
to the community is not new. Warren Dutton received ‘Outstanding Young Farmer’ award in 1977, Steve then
received the same award in 1999 and then Joe in 2000. The Sonoma County Harvest Fair is proud to add
another honor for the Dutton family and recognize Joe and Steve Dutton of Dutton Ranch with the 2017
Sustainable Farmer award.
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AVA PROFILE

Fountaingrove
District
Sonoma County’s Newest AVA is Seeking Members

BASTO N I V I N E YA R D I N THE
FO U N TA I N G R OV E DI ST RI CT AVA

As Sonoma County’s newest AVA, granted official status in
2015, the Fountaingrove District AVA has flown relatively under the radar—until now! Featuring just a handful
of wineries, but roughly 100 vineyards, the AVA is planted to 600 acres of wine grapes. “Most commonly,
we grow Bordeaux and Rhône varietals,” states the association’s President, Mary Lou Marek, “but because
of the aspects, we can also grow other varietals, such as Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Zinfandel—in specific
locations.”
Marek is a vineyard owner herself in the Fountaingrove District AVA and her passion for the region led her to
oversee the association, alongside other local volunteers. Currently, the association has a total of 30 members
and together, they work to “promote the awareness of the Fountaingrove AVA and the quality of fruit that
we grow there,” Marek states. Kale Anderson, of Kale Wines, echoes Marek’s statements about the quality in
the region: “Growing up in Santa Rosa, I am proud to put Fountaingrove District on my wine label. This is an
extraordinary place for growing wine that deserves its own name, history and identity.”
As a mountainous region, vineyards see an average of 1,200-foot elevation. Marek furthers, “The terroir is
unique because of the combination of three elements: the mountainous elevation, the volcanic ash soil from
the eruption of Mt. Saint Helena in the long distant past, and the cool nights resulting from breezes coming
across the Santa Rosa Plain.”
Become a Member!
To promote the AVA and the quality of its fruit, the association’s current focuses are: establishing AVA
boundary signage, working with Sonoma County Winegrowers to enhance social media presence, updating
grower and vineyard information on the website (www.fountaingroveava.com), hosting a consumer-facing
annual event, and outreaching to members of the wine community, including trade
and media. The association is seeking new members, because many of the vineyards
in the AVA are still unknown as a result of
being small and tucked away on winding,
often inacessible backroads.
One-hundred percent of member dues
support the association’s marketing
efforts; there is no paid staff or overhead.
Membership dues are $150 for a grower
and $300 for a grower/winery. To join,
THE FOUNTA ING R OV E AVA
EXTEN DS N ORTHEAST OF
THE CITY OF SA N TA R OSA TO
THE N A PA COU N T Y L IN E
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please contact President Mary Lou Marek at
marekmarylou@gmail.com or 707-539-8199.

Editor’s Note: Since this
piece was written, much
of the Fountaingrove
District AVA was engulfed
in the devastating Tubbs
Fire. However, while many
homes and structures in
the Fountaingrove area
were destroyed, almost
all of the vineyards
survived—and many of
them served as firebreaks
to nearby buildings. As
one homeowner told
a neighboring grower,
“Thank you. Your vineyard
saved my home.”
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GRAPE GROWER PROFILE

Mark Pasternak, Devil’s Gulch Ranch
Mark Pasternak of Devil’s Gulch Ranch in Marin County may be known for
his incredible meats, which in no small achievement he sells to the likes
of Chez Panisse and The French Laundry, but this all-around cowboy has
several other projects underway at his versatile property.
Initially from Southern California, Pasternak headed north to Marin County
to become a farmer in 1971. He was only 19 years old when he purchased the
“heart” of the Devil’s Gulch Ranch property—a 65-acre parcel in the center
of the 873-acre ranch. On record, this historic property dates to 1864, when
two Martinelli brothers purchased the original 873 acres. The ranch changed
hands several times before Pasternak purchased his parcel, and in 1980, the government purchased all but
Pasternak’s 65 acres for the Golden Gate National Recreational Area. Today, Devil’s Gulch Ranch is surrounded
by this protected land.
But 65 acres is plenty of property for a robust ranch and Pasternak has left no stone unturned. He and his
wife, Myriam, raise everything from sheep, goats, cows and horses, to pigs, rabbits and chickens. The cows,
pigs, rabbits and chickens are raised as livestock and then sold to high-end restaurants. Other animals, like the
sheep, goats and horses, are used to help maintain the property and its biodiversity.
In addition to Pasternak’s passion for ranching, he also has a green thumb. His ranch includes wine grapes
that were planted in 1980 and today, he sells them to producers such as Dutton-Goldfield and Sean
Thackrey—both of whom make a Devil’s Gulch Ranch Marin County Pinot Noir solely from Pasternak’s
vineyards. As a board member of the Sonoma County Winegrowers, and a member of the Petaluma Gap
Grape & Wine Alliance and the Marin County Winegrowers Association, he is an involved community
members and respected farmer.
Pasternak utilizes sustainable farming practices, such as making his own vineyard compost from the rabbits,
pigs and sheep, and was one of the first grape farmers in California to let his sheep graze the winter
vineyards. He is proud that his ranch has a suitable terroir for growing premium Marin County grapes.
On the property, Pasternak strives to use other sources of power in
addition to electricity. In 2005, a 36-kilowat wind turbine was installed
and the barn roof was recently installed with a 24-kilowat solar panel. As
a community member, Pasternak also likes to give back and share the joys
of his ranch with others. Devil’s Gulch Ranch works together with the Marin
County YMCA to host a Spring and Summer Camp for kids each year.
Young members of the community get to visit the ranch and engage in a
variety of activities, such as feeding the animals, working in the barn, and
learning about agriculture and livestock.
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CONFERENCE TOPICS

FEATURED SPEAKERS

• TRIAL TASTING: Synergistic Action of
Enzymes and Tannins in Winemaking
• WINE & WEED: A New Normal on the Horizon
• TRIAL TASTING: The Influence of Nutrients
on Aromatics
• CANNED WINES: Crushing the Stigma by
Raising the Quality

Sonoma County Winegrowers
code for free access to the Show Floor
($45 value)

SCW2017

ERIN GORE

MATT BRAIN

Luxury Winemaker,
Treasury Wine Estates

Founder, CEO,
Garden Society

JENNIFER LEITMAN

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER

• TRIAL TASTING: Protein Stability & CMC vs.
Traditional Cold Stabilization
• PÉT-NAT: Make Your Winery POP!
• ACQUISITION IMPACT ON THE NORTH
COAST GRAPE MARKET: What Will it Mean?
• BEYOND SOCIAL MEDIA 101: The Next Frontier

SVP, Marketing, Francis
Ford Coppola Winery

Wine Writer & Sommelier

WIN Expo Exhibitors will be offering exclusive
one-day-only savings, service discounts, or
other #ExpoDeals. Come SAVE at the Wine Industry’s “BUYING SHOW”

To view #ExpoDeals, a full speaker line-up & session
details, or to register, go to wineindustryexpo.com

We Make the Business of Wine Less Challenging

Local Partnership. Global Solu�ons.
Audit & Assurance • Consul�ng • Tax
Since 1965

pbllp.com
Santa Rosa 707.542.3343

Napa 707.224.4097

Petaluma 707.762.9900

RSM US Alliance member firms are separate and independent businesses and legal entities that are
responsible for their own acts and omissions, and each are separate and independent from RSM US
LLP. RSM US LLP is the U.S. member firm of RSM International, a global network of independent audit,
tax, and consulting firms. Members of RSM US Alliance have access to RSM International resources
through RSM US LLP but are not member firms of RSM International.
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4 00 AVIATI ON BLV D,
SUI TE 500
SANTA ROSA , CA 95403
GROWERS CIRC LE
SP ONSORS

PLATINUM SP ONSOR S

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 30		

Times Vary

North Coast Wine Industry Expo at Sonoma County Fairgrounds

December 8		

11:30 AM

Annual Spirit of Sonoma County Award Luncheon

January 11		

7:00 AM

27th Annual Dollars & $ense Seminar and Trade Show

