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On June 18th, Ag Commissioner Tony Linegar presented the 2012 Crop
Report to the Sonoma County Supervisors. All of the anecdotal stories,
initial numbers and conversations about the banner grape harvest in
2012 were valid. The 2012 grape crop was valued at $583 million; up
68% from last year. After the harvests in 2011 and 2010, this was a much
needed recovery for winegrowers in Sonoma. The 267,000 grape tons
processed represented the largest recorded winegrape crop in the history
of Sonoma County. The Crop Report was well received by all of the
County Supervisors who each spoke on the importance of winegrowing
to the Sonoma County community.
Furthermore, the 2012 winegrape crop contributed 71% of the agriculture income in the
county. Grapes drive more than just the agriculture economy, they are the foundation for
tourism in Sonoma County. The grapes bring the winemakers who bring the tourists. The
tourists further support the local restaurants and other agriculture food items. This model
and trio partnership continues to deliver strong results.
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A special part of the 2012 Crop Report was
the request by the Ag Commissioner to use the
new Sonoma County brand mark on the cover.
In addition, the Sonoma County Winegrowers
were given a featurette inside the Crop Report
to share more about our history and mission
and the unique partnership with the Sonoma
County Vintners and Sonoma County
Tourism. This was a banner year celebrated
through the numbers and the design of the Crop
Report. A special thanks to Tony Linegar and
his team for the support and collaboration.

News from the Sonoma
County Winegrowers

Editor: Sean Carroll
Commissioners:

Board News
by Karissa Kruse

Welcome the New SCW Board of Directors
July was a month for transition, as we wrapped up the fiscal year and welcomed the new
board leaders. Special congratulations to Brad Petersen of Fall Creek Vineyards &
Rawah Vineyards, our new Chairman, Kevin Barr of Redwood Empire Vineyard
Management, new Vice Chairman, and Richard Mounts of Mounts Vineyard as our
new Treasurer. Thank you for agreeing to lead the Winegrowers this next year. Your experience and dedication to grape growing and District 3 will be instrumental in continuing
the momentum of the Sonoma and Marin County wine industry nationally and agriculture locally. The Winegrowers also welcomes Glenn Proctor of Puccioni Ranch and Partner
at Ciatti Company to the Board of Directors.
“As a fourth generation farmer in Sonoma County, our ability to continue to farm and
make a living at it is extremely important to me. The SCW is a very important part of
making sure that happens. We’ve got a great team of talented people working hard to raise
consumers’ awareness of the diversity of excellent grapes and wine we produce here. Our
goal for the next few years is to let the residents of this county know that as farmers we
are good stewards of the land, that we support the communities that we live in and that
we care for our neighbors and employees,” said Chairman Brad Petersen.
We say goodbye to John Azevedo, outgoing Commissioner, and thank him for his time
and service to the grape growing community. We would also like to recognize Vicki
Michalczyk for serving as the Treasurer this past year, another way that she gives back
to SCW. And a very special thanks to John Balletto, our outgoing Chairman, whose
leadership and commitment has been a steadfast presence in this community for years.
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President:
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Marketing & Communications Manager:
Sean Carroll
Operations & Consumer Education Manager:
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Karen Thomas
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SPOTLIGHT
President’s Report
The First 90 Days
by Karissa Kruse

“Always remember that the future comes one day at a time.”
— Dean Acheson, Former United States Secretary of State under President Truman
The first 90 days as President of the SCW has gone by incredibly fast. For me, it has
been a balance of learning and understanding the history of the Commission with
dialogue and planning for how to move the organization forward. I have been able
to meet many of you through various grower functions including the wonderful Nick
Frey retirement celebration, our annual Grower BBQ and Trade Show, and various
board meetings, wine dinners and events around Sonoma County. Meeting growers
is the part of my job that I enjoy the most. You are my motivation for working hard
every day to tackle local issues and look for growth opportunities. I always love to
hear from you.
In addition to some of our large grower events in the past few months, we have also
had many successful consumer events. Sonoma in the City headed to both Dallas
in March and San Francisco in April, enjoying successful consumer, media and trade
events. This model of bringing 40+ wineries and growers to top wine markets around
the country continues to elevate the Sonoma County brand.
Sonoma County also enjoyed a prominent presence at the June Food & Wine event
in Aspen, Colorado. As part of our Food & Wine Magazine partnership, Sonoma
County had two tables to pour wine and showcase the diverse soils of the different
AVAs. These tables were the hub of a broader pod of tables all from Sonoma County
wineries, which made a real presence for the region. Over 5,000 consumers and trade
descended upon Aspen for this premium event.
Closer to home, over the past three months, the new Joint Grower and Vintner
Community Relations Task Force kicked off and is meeting every 6 weeks to develop
a better outreach plan for the wine industry locally. Board member Doug McIlroy
was nominated and accepted the position as Community Relations Chair for the
Commission board. He is a great resource and advocate for growers in the county.
The Board also officially adopted a Sonoma County Winegrowers Value statement
(see sidebar) that will accompany the organization mission. This is an important
statement that outlines who we are as a grower community and what we believe.
So, what’s ahead? I often remind myself of the quote above as I take one day at a time
in this new role, but I would add that a vision for the future steers the daily course.
There are a lot of things in the works. Your Board of Directors is meeting in August
for a Strategic Planning Session. They will create a path for the next 10 years, 3 years
and year for the Commission and grape growers. This is an exciting and critical process
for progress. The Community Relations and Outreach will continue to evolve and be
a key initiative for the next 12 months. In addition, Honore Comfort, Sonoma
County Vintners and I have committed to writing a marketing plan for the next phase
of the Sonoma County brand — more to come on Sonoma County brand 2.0.
As we move forward, a special thank you to Nick Frey, who continues to be involved
in the Commission and is a great mentor to me during this transition. There are many
exciting programs on the horizon. I hope that you all continue to join us for grower
meetings and events and get involved. The strength of the Commission and future
success is the grower community. It is you.
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Reflections from
a Vineyard Run
by Karissa Kruse
Early on the morning of July 4th, I pulled
myself out of bed, grabbed a quick cup of
coffee, dusted off my running shoes and
headed to Kenwood for the oldest 10k footrace in California. What is not advertised in
the race description is not only how hard the
race is, but also how spectacularly beautiful.
The 6.2 mile course meanders up and down
the hills of Sonoma Valley through the vineyards. What an amazing event and way for
the local community to experience the vineyards. Feeling incredibly patriotic on the 4th,
the run gave me a chance to reflect on life
here in Sonoma County. It made me proud
to be part of such a great county, community
and organization.

Value Statement

Sonoma County Winegrowers are family
farmers who work hard every day to produce
high quality grapes that are the foundation
for world class wines. Growers are dedicated
to sustaining their land for future generations. They preserve the land where they live
and work and the water and air that they
share with neighbors. Growers actively support their communities and are proud to be
a part of Sonoma County.
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SPOTLIGHT

Celebrating a Legacy — Nick Frey’s Retirement Celebration
by Karissa Kruse

May 1st may have been the “official retirement date,” but May
10th will be remembered as Nick Frey’s celebration and a great day
for the winegrowing community in Sonoma and Marin Counties.
500 growers, vintners, local business members, and government
agencies and representatives joined Nick and his wife Angie at
The Grove (formerly Richard’s Grove) to celebrate his 14 years
of dedicated service to grape growers and the local community.
It was an unprecedented day of fellowship and admiration.

The praise and thanks were kicked off with a touching speech
of recognition and gratitude from SCW Chairman, John Balletto.
Nick received a letter from Secretary of Agriculture, Karen Ross.
He was also presented with a California State Legislature proclamation from Senator Noreen Evans’ office and Congressman
Jared Huffman presented him a U.S. Flag that had flown over
the U.S. Capitol on May 1 on behalf of him and Congressman
Mike Thompson.
The County Supervisors were also there to recognize Nick’s ability
to work collaboratively with the County on important agriculture issues. Mike McGuire and fellow supervisors Susan Gorin,
Shirley Zane and Efren Carrillo surprised Frey by naming May
10 as “Nick Frey Day” in Sonoma County.
Finally, grower Daniel Robledo praised Nick for his support of
the industry’s Hispanic field workers and vineyard supervisors.
Nick took the stage and emotionally thanked the group for the
opportunity to serve the community for the past 14 years. He gave
special recognition and gratitude to his wife Angie, who has been
an equally important part of this community and Nick’s right hand
over the years.
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SPOTLIGHT
Economic Impact Study —
Your Input Requested
by Karissa Kruse

Sonoma County Winegrowers, in partnership
with Sonoma County Vintners and the
Sonoma County Farm Bureau, is initiating
a new research study to measure the full
economic impact of winegrowing and
winemaking in Sonoma County, as well as
the overall impact of agriculture in Sonoma
County. Sonoma County Winegrowers has
retained Stonebridge Research to conduct
the research, following up on a study last
conducted eight years ago in 2005. The full
report is expected to be completed in the late
fall and released to membership and the
public in early 2014.

As a special tribute to Nick, the SCW has created “The Nick Frey Sonoma
County Winegrowers Community Contribution Award”. This award was
created to recognize contributions to the grape growing community that go
above and beyond. This is the first time that SCW is giving an award that
does not specifically recognize a grower, but can be awarded to anyone in the
community. Fittingly, Nick and Angie Frey were the first recipients of this
award. Ongoing, this award will be presented at the annual Dollars & $ense
meeting in January.
In addition to all of the recognition, every attendant brought Nick and Angie
a bottle of wine for their cellar. At last count, he collected over 33 cases. In
true Nick style, he has extended an invitation broadly for friends and growers
to join him for a glass of wine!

In order to complete this study, Barbara Insel,
President at Stonebridge Research, will be
contacting many of you to request information
on areas such as acreage, employment and
production. It is very important for all growers
to participate in order to have meaningful
information. The completed study will be
extremely valuable for our local wine industry,
especially when working with our state and
federal representatives. Solid statistics are
an excellent educational tool to enlighten
those unfamiliar with the contributions of
the wine industry. This will be a foundation
piece for demonstrating our value in the local
community. We encourage you all to take the
time to respond to Barbara if she contacts you.
Rest assured, all reported information will be
confidential and will be aggregated into overall
statistics about the county and the wine and
grape industry. Individual names, vineyards and
wineries will be not be used, so please share the
information with her. Your candor and accuracy
are important to the final outcome of the study
and the accuracy of the reporting. We look
forward to sharing the findings with you in the
near future.
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MARKETING
Spotlight: Sean Carroll
Sonoma County Winegrowers’
New Marketing & Communications Manager

Dear Winegrowers,
I am both humbled and thrilled to be your new Marketing and
Communications Manager. Throughout my career, I’ve worked for
many Sonoma County wineries and vineyards and have always believed
the region was second to none. From the majestic mountainside vineyards of Knights Valley to the hot valley floor vineyards of Alexander
Valley, not to mention the cool, fog-layered Sonoma Coast, the terroir
of this place combined with your storied history and dedication as winegrowers make Sonoma County a marketer’s dream.
Growing up on the “other side of the hill” in Napa Valley, I have
always had a deep connection with vineyards. It started around the
age of seven when my older brother and I would spend our summers
running through the vineyards behind our house near Carneros. We’d
play hide-and-seek, pretend the vine rows were a race track, and try
to avoid the vineyard manager from chasing us on his tractor. For me,
there is something magical about vines. Watching them mature. The
beautiful colors that evolve as the growing season progresses. And,
the excitement and anticipation of harvest. This passion and respect
for winegrowing has only intensified as my career in wine marketing
has evolved over the past decade.
I have more than 13 years of marketing and PR experience creating
and managing large, national promotional campaigns for wineries,
wine growing regions, and spirits brands. Previously, I worked at Benson
Marketing Group (one of the industry’s leading wine marketing agencies) for 9 ½ years leading marketing and public relations campaigns
for over 50 wineries, from small family-owned wineries to much larger
corporate brands. This included launching more than two dozen new
wine brands, as well as working with several world-renowned winegrowing regions, including Bordeaux and Rutherford AVA. I’ve seen it all!
One of the key advantages of working at an agency is the exposure to so
many different marketing and brand campaigns. Every campaign was
unique and came with its own set of goals, which allowed me to gain a
tremendous amount of experience learning every aspect of marketing.
This included developing creative marketing campaigns utilizing media
relations, social media, viral videos, stunt campaigns, trade promotions,
consumer awareness, tasting events, advertising, and much more. I also
managed a handful of press trips to the Bordeaux wine region to introduce writers to chateau owners, wine growers, and help convey their
history and sustainable wine growing practices.
Before joining Benson Marketing Group, I spent several years working in San Francisco during the dot.com era managing PR campaigns
for startups and other tech companies. It was a great entry into the
corporate world and helped me develop a lot of media relationships that
I still maintain today. I received my Bachelor of Arts degree in Public
Relations and Communications from Carroll College in Helena, MT.

I moved to Sonoma County in 2010 after my wife and I were married. In fact, my wife was born and raised in the area and we now
live in her grandmother’s house that sits on a 20-acre apple orchard
in Sebastopol. Since moving to her family’s ranch, I have welcomed
the opportunity to learn about growing apples and what it takes to
maintain the property.
When I’m not in the office or riding around on the tractor in our
apple orchard, you can probably find me jogging the vast rural roads
around Sonoma County, ordering a double scoop of Mimi’s Mud ice
cream in Sebastopol, or getting a green thumb in our garden (open
invitation to anyone willing to show me some new trellising techniques for our tomato plants). I also have an active 10-month old son
who keeps me busy.
Since joining the team in June, I’ve had the pleasure of meeting with
growers, SCW board and marketing committee members, and other
community leaders from all corners of Sonoma County. If there is one
thing that holds true about this organization and you, the winegrowers, it’s the overwhelming abundance of passion and enthusiasm for
showcasing everything that’s great about winegrowing in this region.
I look forward to working with each of you to help increase awareness for all your hard work and dedication. My door is always open,
so feel free to stop by to introduce yourself. Or, give me a call at
707-522-5865.
Cheers,
Sean Carroll
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MARKETING
From the Desk of Sonoma County Winegrowers Interns

Meet Harrison Prewett
After interviewing with with Karissa Kruse in March, I
was ecstatic and honored to become one of Sonoma County
Winegrowers’ first interns. While a student and tour guide
at Sonoma State University, I made the decision to add Wine
Business Strategies to the Business Marketing degree I was
pursuing. Through those wine business courses, I began to
understand the different facets and depth of the wine industry.
I also made this decision to make the most out of a heavily
wine-driven economy.
Alongside Jessica Longa, I was given the opportunity to organize
and analyze data, help with events, and strengthen the Sonoma
County brand. I have worked diligently, hand in hand with Ginger
Baker on assessing, improving, and marketing the Sonoma County
Vineyard Adventures program. This program gives the consumer
a chance to see and experience what happens in the vineyards and
taste wines made from those grapes in those vineyards. This gave
me the opportunity to journey outside the office and visit some of
the most beautiful vineyards and wineries Sonoma County has to
offer. Seeing the commitment that the winegrowers instill in their
land first-hand made my job that much easier.

Holding numerous leadership positions, including Vice President
of Public Relations for the national sorority Alpha Xi Delta and a
working as a Store Manager of a retail business, I always dove
right into the pool of responsibility, allowing myself to learn through
experience. Upon graduation at Sonoma State University, I hoped to
continue to develop my skills as well as utilize both my Marketing
and Management degrees.
Harrison and I have been working closely with the management staff
that has shown us an incredible amount of support and knowledge
as we experienced the entirety of what the organization offers. In the
past few months, I have been compiling research to develop a competitive analysis of marketing organizations that support the wine
industry or agriculture products. The research that I have gained has
proven once again that the commission has successfully positioned
and marketed Sonoma County by leveraging their programs, events,
and new promotional campaign.
As I step back and look at my journey thus far, only one thought
comes to mind: I am honored to represent the grape growing
community and I take pride in saying, “We are Sonoma County!”

Growing up on a walnut ranch in the Central Valley, agriculture
has always been near and dear to my heart. Seeing the commitment
and hard work the winegrowers put into in their land made my job
that much more enjoyable. However, today my passion is rooted in
marketing, as well as the wine industry. Leading the charge for the
Vineyard Adventures program was a perfect way to blend my passions in a professional setting. Helping represent winegrowers has
proven to be a quintessential step forward on my path towards continuing my education and skill set development. I am proud to be a
part of this amazing team that is Sonoma County Winegrowers.

Meet Jessica Longa
Once I was informed about the internship position with the
Sonoma County Winegrowers, I aspired to be a part of this
Commission that prospers through their strategic endeavors and
impeccable collaboration. This opportunity offered me a chance
to channel my passion of marketing and put it to action by promoting the prestigious Sonoma County wine region that fosters
the dedicated grower community. All of the components of
marketing fascinate me. From the beginning stages of creating a
market strategy to watching the execution of the plan transpire,
I find gratification from the combination of all the work, time
and effort involved in the processes.
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GROWER PROGRAMS

Grower BBQ & Seminar Highlights
by Nick Frey

Sonoma County grape growers were treated to a delicious BBQ and
insightful insider’s look at S.744, the Immigration Reform Bill, by
Monte Lake, a Washington, DC attorney who represented agricultural
interests as the bill was developed. Immigration reform is critical for
agriculture, with 70% of all sectors surveyed in 2012 reporting labor
shortages. Current programs like the H-2A are broken beyond repair,
accounting for less than 4% of hired farm workers. These shortages cost
growers and the US economy hundreds of millions of dollars each year.
The Senate Bill was passed by its members in
late June. It includes a Blue Card program for
current experienced farm workers, providing
them legal status. In addition, there is an Ag
Worker Visa Program, which allows seasonal
workers to work under contract for a single entity or work at will, moving during the season
to multiple employers. This 3-year visa would
be renewable if the worker returned home for
3 months and then reapplies for a new visa.
The House of Representatives also has a guest
worker bill, HR 1773, but it does not include
a Blue Card program for experienced workers
currently in the country. It does include a
guest worker program if the worker returns
to his/her home country. Currently, the House
of Representatives is reviewing both bills and
is negotiating on a final bill for passage.
Lake provided a call to action for growers.
It is important to contact your Senators and
Representatives by phone or e-mail, or go to
www.agworkforcecoalition.org and hit “Take
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Action Now” to send a message to your congressional representatives. Opponents of immigration reform are well funded and agriculture
cannot take immigration reform for granted.
Adjustments to the legal status of the current
workforce and a new guest worker program
are essential pieces to the next immigration
reform bill. When writing your letter, Lake
has provided some suggested areas to discuss:
■

■

■

Briefly describe your business and the
number of people you employ. Include
the facts that show local business depends
on you and your business for economic
prosperity.
Let them know that the shortage of
documented labor is your number one
problem and that if it cannot be solved
your employees, suppliers, and the local
economy will suffer greatly.
Let them know that the passage of an
immigration reform bill this year is 		
imperative for survival. What we need

is: (1) a workable agriculture program that
includes an adjustment to the legal status
of current experienced workers, and (2)
a guest worker program for the future
because the current H2A program does
not work.
■

To your two Senators: Please support
the Senate Bill S744, and to your House
Member, please pass a bill with the 2
components above (adjustment and
guest worker) similar to S744. Please
urge your fellow members of Congress
to support these reforms.

Mike Saqui, Saqui Law Group, provided an
update on current labor issues in California.
We especially thank Mike for inviting Monte
Lake, a long-time colleague, so that growers
had the latest information on the immigration
reform efforts to support agriculture.
Fifty Commission Sponsors showcased an
array of products, services, and equipment,
sharing their expertise with growers. We thank
them for their support of the Commission and
the work we do. Check out who is supporting Sonoma County Winegrowers by visiting:
www.sonomawinegrape.org/sponsors
We extend our special thanks to Chris Wills
of the SRJC Ag and Natural Resources Dept.
for his hard work on our behalf. We also thank
the many volunteers, including Commission
board members and growers, for their work
in making this event a success.
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GROWER PROGRAMS
John Balletto presented 2013 Viticulture Award of Excellence
by Karissa Kruse

The Sonoma County Winegrowers (SCW) presented John
Balletto as the 2013 Viticulture Award of Excellence recipient
during the Annual Grower BBQ on June 7. Every year, the
SCW presents the Viticulture Award of Excellence to recognize
individuals or families who have made significant contributions
to Sonoma County Winegrowers, Sonoma County viticulture,
and the Sonoma County community.
“I am very honored to have received the Viticulture Award of
Excellence. I am fortunate to be able to work and serve with so
many great people in our industry and on the grape commission
board. I am grateful to be able to raise my family in Sonoma
County and have my daughters grow up in the middle of a vineyard. I share this award with my wife Terri and my great team
at Balletto Vineyards and Winery,” responded John Balletto after
receiving the award.
John Balletto began farming in 1977 at the age of 17 and grew
the five acre family farm to over 800 acres of vegetable production. He sold the vegetable business in 2001 and began
the vineyard in 1995. Balletto currently has over 600 acres of
grapes on vineyards in Sebastopol and Santa Rosa – the Russian
River Valley AVA, selling to over 25 wineries their Pinot Gris,
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Gewurztraminer, Pinot Noir,
Zinfandel and Syrah.

most humble and generous members of the Sonoma County community. He donates regularly to charities throughout the county
and supports the community through events and donations.
Supervisor Efren Carrillo (5th district) was there to present
Balletto with a signed resolution on behalf of all five Sonoma
County Supervisors. Also, in attendance was Ed Sheffield, District
Director for Senator Noreen Evans, who presented Balletto with
a Certificate on behalf of Senator Evans (2nd District), and
Assembly member Marc Levine (10th Assembly District).”
Balletto has been a friend, supporter and champion to many in the
grape growing and broader community. John has been married for
25 years to Terri and they have two daughters Jacqueline 21 and
Caterina 18. Sonoma County Winegrowers is honored to recognize
John, his family and his accomplishments with the 2013 Viticulture
Award of Excellence.

Photo Caption Contest

Starting with the 2001 vintage, he began producing estate-grown
wines under the Balletto label, and today produces 18,000 cases
per year of acclaimed Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Pinot Gris.
John has served on the Santa Rosa Junior College Ag Trust
and Foundation boards, Russian River Valley Winegrowers
board, and is actively engaged in the Sebastopol Sunrise Rotary.
He has dynamically and passionately served on the Sonoma
County Winegrape Commission for seven years, serving as chairman from 2008 to 2010 and 2011 to 2013. John is one of the

Create a funny caption for this photo and email to Sean Carroll
at sean@sonomawinegrape.org.
Winner will receive a bottle of wine and recognition in our
next newsletter.

Nick Frey, Karissa Kruse, and Brad Petersen recognize
John Balletto’s contributions.
Vine Times | SUMMER 2013
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GROWER PROFILE

George MacLeod, Indian Springs Ranch, Sonoma Valley AVA
by Sean Carroll

Driving through the rolling, steep slopes of the Indian Springs
Ranch in Kenwood brings into sharp focus all the love, care,
determination, and hard work that has defined grower George
MacLeod’s vision and devotion to his family’s estate vineyard.
On a hot, 90+ degree afternoon in early July, I had the pleasure
of sitting down with George at Indian Springs Ranch to learn
about his family history, what inspired their love of farming,
and all his valiant efforts over the years to promote and educate
Sonoma County wine grape growers. It was a history lesson that
will never be lost on me.
Macleod, and his wife Greta, purchased their estate property in the
fall of 1974. But, it was decades earlier during George’s childhood
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that built the foundation and inspired his dream of someday
owning land and tending to vines. Like so many other Americans,
George’s parents had lived through The Great Depression in the
South and his mom always insisted that if they worked hard and
got a good education, they could “get their plantation back.” For
George, that idea of a “plantation” evolved into purchasing Indian
Springs Ranch and building a home and planting vines.
As George tells it, finding and purchasing their 50-acre vineyard
estate in Glen Ellen was a matter of fate. He and Greta had been
searching for several years, and finally, on September 9, 1974
their dream came true when they saw the potential of the land
and had a gut feeling it was the place. It was a very hot September
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GROWER PROFILE
afternoon during Admission Day weekend, a holiday celebrating
California’s admission to the Union. They had spent all day visiting acreage in the region, not satisfied until they drove into the
gentle hills and land that would become their own. Even though
this old ranch property was in disrepair with overgrown blackberry
patches, old apple trees, burned downed remnants of a barn and
house, and an old Loomax tank, the MacLeods saw its potential
and knew they had found something special.
“I was always taught that the best time of year to purchase land
was in September when it’s really dry and the summer heat has
taken a toll on the land. Usually that’s the worst the land will
show, so it’s a great indicator of the soil’s health and its true terroir,” remarked George MacLeod. Another positive sign was the
fact that they found healthy vines and green grass growing along
the creek. This reminded George of an 1823 diary entry written
by Spanish Missionary Father Jose Altimera who commented on
the “abundance and vigor of the wild grapes” he witnessed while
passing through the Sonoma Valley area during his search for a site
to build the Sonoma Mission.
During the time surrounding their purchase, MacLeod headed a
Cupertino-based division of Monsanto that manufactured LED
products. He continued to work for Monsanto another five years,
but spent most of his weekends on the property. He retired in
1979 and turned his full-time attention to clearing the land and
planting a vineyard. He personally cleared “about a million little
rocks” and planted over 15,000 vines, including Sauvignon Blanc,
for which they have become known and respected.
Today, they have 30 acres of their 50 acre property planted to
Sauvignon Blanc, Merlot, and Zinfandel. And, the MacLeods
are very proud of the fact that they are advocates and certified
for their sustainable farming practices. “The biggest factor for
growing quality grapes is terroir. And, farming sustainably is the
only way to insure the health and longevity of that terroir for our
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and beyond,” he remarked.
MacLeod is fascinated by the science behind wine growing and
all the different variables that play a part in the maturity and
growth of each grape cluster, from pruning techniques to water
usage to canopy management. He is always looking at new scientific research and talking with his friends and neighbors to better
understand what techniques will best foster the most healthy and
sustainable vines. For him, these vines are his children. “Every
harvest when the grape clusters are picked and loaded onto the
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trucks, I always get that same feeling in my heart as when my children would start a new milestone in school – junior high to high
school, a graduation, or the start of college,” he said proudly. “All
the hard work we put into the vineyards is just one part of the
larger life cycle of wine. It’s a powerful feeling to watch those grapes
leave our ranch towards their next journey.”
In addition to tending his vines, George MacLeod has also been
an important and influential figure within the Sonoma County
wine grape community. He was very active with the Sonoma
Valley Vintners & Growers Alliance by serving as its president
and spearheading educational seminars for his peers. In the early
days, they would host technical discussions on pruning, pest and
weed control, technological advances in viticulture, and many
others. He was also instrumental in advocating for the creation
of the Winegrape Commission to further educate and promote
growers throughout the county.
Most may know him as the author of the popular and longstanding monthly “Journey to Harvest” column in the Kenwood Press.
It’s a must read for anyone wanting an insider’s view of vineyard
ownership. “George is a great example of ‘use it or lose it.’ At age
92 he’s still out in the vineyard every day, and he’s always open to
new ideas and ways to improve his viticulture practices, even after
35+ years on the job,” says Ann Peters, Editor and Publisher at the
Kenwood Press. “I look forward to editing his monthly Journey to
Harvest column because I learn something new every time. He’s
never lost his sense of wonder over the annual transformation from
dormant vine to harvest, and describes it in almost lyrical terms.
George really brings his ranch and its terroir to life for the rest of
us who aren’t farmers or winemakers.”
MacLeod is also very proud of the family legacy he and Greta have
created. Their vineyard and winery operation is a multi-generational family affair with MacLeod’s son John, and his wife Marjorie,
now managing the day-to-day operations of the ranch, with their
other children and numerous grandchildren all helping out in
some capacity. In fact, one of their grandchildren is currently working in a Southern Hemisphere wine region and MacLeod is hopeful
he will bring back that experience to good use on their Indian
Springs Ranch.
Next time you’re traveling through Kenwood, make sure to take a
detour onto Lawndale Lane and visit with the MacLeod’s. It’s an experience and Sonoma County viticulture history lesson for the ages.
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Vineyard Economics Symposium Highlights
by Nick Frey

David Freed of The Silverado Group, provided an historical review
of vineyard acreage and wine sales trends to set the stage for the
day’s symposium. Total California wine to the U.S. market
decreased from 216 million cases in 2011 to 207.7 million in
2012. Imported wine, bottled and bulk, increased 15% to 123.4
million cases. While total wine consumption continues to grow,
California grape acres are down from those in 2001, as are nonbearing acres. While California wine shipments are up 28% since
2001, imported wine market share increased from 22% in 2001 to
35% in 2012 (Gomberg Fredrikson Reports). The question posed
was whether California grape acreage would expand to supply the
expanding market or would imports fill that demand?
Survey respondents listed the following hurdles to planting grapes
in 2013: rootstock shortage, price of land, water availability and
red blotch, with increasing costs, tight labor supply and environmental regulations also mentioned. Planting contracts are being
offered and there has been a shift to more long-term contracts
(3-5 years) from short-term contracts (1-2 years).
Brian Clements, Turrentine Brokerage, reported North Coast
tonnage increased 47% over 2011. As a result, bulk wines on
the market today total 15 million gallons compared to 5 million
at this time last year. The large crop “settled the market” for 2013
sales. Clements reported wineries have a lot of confidence in the
luxury wine business today, and as a result grape prices remain
stable or up. Clements expects grape prices to weaken near harvest
if the crop continues to develop without any negative environmental impacts.
A panel of growers from across the state discussed current issues.
Rodney Schatz and Craig Ledbettor from Lodi feel planned bulk
wine production provides a good market hedge. It also provides a
better understanding of the market. Steve McIntyre in Monterey
is seeing competition for labor from other crops. McIntyre feels immigration reform may result in less use of Farm Labor Contractors
and more direct hires of employees so that growers can better
manage their risks when e-verify is required and the Affordable
Healthcare Act requirements are implemented. He also feels
wineries must buy into mechanization. Nat DiBuduo of Allied
Grape Growers reported more 3 to 5 year contracts being offered.
There is also an openness to negotiate terms if quality grapes are
being produced. Growers need to improve grape quality. Ledbettor
predicts that red blotch will not be a catastrophe for the industry.
More testing to insure clean budwood will be needed to manage
the problem.
John Tuteur, Napa County Assessor, indicated that vineyard leases
should be arranged so that the lessee pays the property tax on the
vineyard improvements, while the lessor is only billed for property
taxes on the land.
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Joe Ciatti of Zepponi and Company feels limited tank space is
a risk if there is a big crop in 2013. Last year tanks were empty
at harvest. This year many will still be full. Tony Correia of The
Correia Company reported land and vineyard values are increasing. Modern vineyards in Sonoma County are selling at $60,000
to $125,000/acre, and prices increased in 2012 over 2011. Open
plantable land is selling for $35,000 to $80,000/acre.
James Lapsley at UC Davis feels US wine demand will continue
to grow, due in part to the increasing Latino population. Fewer
Latinos abstain from alcohol consumption than the current US
population, where 40% abstain. Lapsley predicted 430 million in
case sales by 2030, an increase of 50%.
A panel of lenders concluded the symposium. Their recommendation
was for growers to lock in long-term rates now if you can. Rates will
increase when the Federal Reserve slows or stops its bond purchases.
In summary, vineyard prospects are the best they have been in years.
Grape prices are increasing and long-term contracts with reference pricing are being offered. Vineyard prices are increasing again.
Growth in wine sales is supporting new vineyard planting and profitable grape prices. Nevertheless, a shortage of California wine is likely
and will be filled with both bulk and bottled imports. Growers still
face challenges, including labor shortages, and wineries must buy
into mechanization.

California Wine Grape Acreage from 1995 to 2012
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Source: 2013 Vineyard Economics Seminar Survey,
David Freed presentation
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20-Gallon Challenge Public
Awareness Effort Debuts
to Help Save Water This Summer

The New and Improved Sonoma
Resource Conservation District

At the direction of both Boards of Directors, the Southern
Sonoma and Sotoyome Resource Conservation Districts (RCD)
have merged to become the Sonoma RCD. Sonoma RCD
Director and Sonoma County Winegrape Commission Alternate
Director Vickie Mulas expressed, “We look forward to serving
the community more efficiently and economically by merging
the technical resources of our staff.”

The Sonoma County Water Agency and the Sonoma-Marin Saving
Water Partnership, a partnership of nine North Bay cities and water
districts, this summer have embarked on two-pronged public
awareness effort to reduce water demand in response to dry spring
weather conditions — Beat the Heat! and the 20-Gallon Challenge.
Special attention will be given to heat wave conditions in order
to reduce peak water demand. On average, water use increases when
temperatures go up due to more outdoor irrigation of plants and
lawns. The Partnership will coordinate with local media outlets
to run special public service announcements asking our community
to prepare for a heat wave and use water wisely.

The Sonoma RCD service area is now 919,000 acres, approximately 85% of the county. The RCD will continue to assist grape
growers on a voluntary basis through their seven program areas
ranging from Water Resource Management to LandSmart™
farm plans, education, and on-the-ground implementation. The
Sonoma RCD can directly assist growers in reaching their management goals and complying with water quality regulations through
assistance with farm planning, irrigation efficiency, road improvement, and other beneficial management practices.
Sonoma RCD is a non-regulatory, local, special district that is
almost exclusively funded through grants and fee for service
funds. To best serve our constituents, the new RCD plans to
maintain offices in both Petaluma and Northern Santa Rosa and
will continue to have board members to represent the diverse
geographical regions of the new district. “As one district, we will
have the opportunity to expand our conservation programs to
more landowners and work better with our partners,” says Kara
Heckert, Executive Director.

The 20-Gallon Challenge is an immediate response to the dry
weather conditions our region has experienced this past year.
The Challenge includes:
■

■

■

■

A call to action to all Russian River water users to reduce their 		
water use this summer by 20 gallons per day, per person
The outreach efforts include offering tangible conservation 		
tips demonstrating what 20 gallons mean and how to save 20 		
gallons per day, per person
A Challenge web page has been created (www.20gallons.org)
that includes conservation tips along with a pledge
A pledge is available for residents to sign to take the Challenge
and enter into a prize drawing

For information about Sonoma RCD and their grower and
landowner programs, visit the website at www.sotoyomercd.org
or contact Kara Heckert at 707-569-1448 or Kheckert@
sotoyomercd.org.

Learn more at www.20gallons.org
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Important Grape Harvest Reminders for 2013
by Sue Ostrom, Chief Deputy Agricultural Commissioner, Sonoma County

Requirements for growers shipping winegrapes out of
Sonoma County:
If your vineyard is within the European Grapevine Moth (EGVM)
Quarantine area or the Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)
Quarantine area, and you will be shipping winegrapes out of
state, out of the US, or any place out of the LBAM or EGVM
quarantine areas, please contact the Sonoma County Agricultural
Commissioner’s Office 6 to 8 weeks prior to harvest.
Call 707-565-3219 and leave the following information:
■

Your name

■

Business name

■

Vineyard address, and number of acres to be harvested
for shipment

■

Call back phone number — cell phone is best

■

Expected date of harvest

■

Where the shipment is going: the county, state or country

A few highlights of the requirements for wineries:
Wineries must have an EGVM Compliance Agreement and notify the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 24 hours before
the shipment arrives, ensure the hauler and grower of the grapes
have EGVM Compliance Agreements, process grapes from
a quarantine area as soon as possible, make sure grape bins and
other equipment are clean of any grape debris before they leave
the winery, and properly handle green waste.
Please see the EGVM and harvest information below regarding
accepting fruit from Napa County or other locations with active
EGVM infestations.
We are updating our website for the coming harvest season.
The requirements for movement of grapes from quarantine
areas including information for wineries receiving grapes from
within an EGVM quarantine area are listed on our website:
www.sonoma-county.org/agcomm/egvm/harvest_time.htm.
European Grapevine Moth Inspections at Harvest
To prevent possible further infestation and spread of EGVM
in Sonoma County, staff from the Agricultural Commissioner’s
Office will be busy conducting inspections throughout the 2013
winegrape harvest. They’ll be talking with growers, harvesters,
haulers and wineries to ensure that quarantine restrictions are
understood and properly followed.
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Inspectors will be especially focused on sanitation of harvest machinery
and equipment as well as slack fill of bins, and the handling of green
waste at wineries. Diligence in these areas is key to preventing the
potential spread and re-introduction of EGVM.
Particular attention will be paid to the movement of grape shipments and harvest equipment from Napa County, as Napa is
currently the only California county in which EGVM has been
found in 2013. Notices of Violation will be issued to businesses
not following quarantine restrictions.
Members of the Sonoma County winegrape industry have made
a tremendous effort over the past three plus years to eradicate
EGVM. The timely application of pesticide sprays and adherence
to quarantine restrictions has paid off. So far, as of the end of
June, no EGVM has been found in Sonoma County in 2013 and
none was found in 2012.
As a result, Sonoma County is on track to have all but a very
small area removed from the EGVM quarantine after the 2013
harvest. Continued compliance with regulations throughout
the 2013 harvest will ensure the end of the European Grapevine
Moth quarantine throughout almost all of Sonoma County.
For more information on shipping grapes or EGVM, please go
to our website at www.sonoma-county.org/agcomm.

District 3 Assessment Rate for
Harvest Year 2013
by Ginger Baker

The Sonoma County Winegrowers Commission Board has set
the 2013 assessment rate at 0.5% (one half percent) of the gross
dollar value of District 3 winegrapes sold by growers to vintners.
This assessment is used to fund marketing programs that build
the Sonoma County brand and provide educational seminars
and tools for Sonoma County grape growers. SCWC Vintner
letters and forms for assessment collection can be found at
www.sonomawinegrape.org/2013-assessment. If you have
any question, please contact Ginger Baker at 707-522-5864
or ginger@sonomawinegrape.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SAVE THE DATE!
Smart Marketer Seminar, August 15, 2013

2013 Sustainable Winegrowing
Field Day, August 8, 2013

by Karen Thomas

by Karen Thomas

Join us for the next Smart Marketer Seminar scheduled for August
15, 2013 at the Hilton, Santa Rosa. Pre-registration is requested
by August 12. Glenn Proctor of Ciatti Company will speak and
answer questions on current market trends regarding the demand
for bulk wine and grapes, crop size estimates and crop quality after
the growing season’s rain and intense heat events.
Also on the agenda will be a sneak preview to Sonoma County
Branding 2.0 with a focus on sustainability platform as
presented by Karissa Kruse, SCW President. Hear it here first!
Check-in begins at 3:45pm and the Seminar begins promptly at
4:00pm. RSVP by August 12 to: www.sonomawinegrape.org/
smartmarketer. For questions or information, contact Karen at
707-522-5862 or karen@sonomawinegrape.org.

Vineyard Water Conservation
Field Day, August 16, 2013
by Karen Thomas

RSVP to attend by August 9 for an informational meeting on
water conservation research findings and methods taking place
in Alexander Valley. The meeting takes place on August 16, from
8:30am until 11:30am. Growers interested in water conservation
practices for vineyard irrigation and frost protection are welcome
to attend. Space is limited to 30 growers.

Jeffrey Zick explains the Lipco Tunnel Recycling Sprayer to attendees at
the May IPM meeting at Rued Vineyard in the Dry Creek Valley
Don’t miss this yearly event on Thursday, August 8 at Shone
Farm from 7:30am until 1:00pm. This event focuses on all things
IPM, organic and sustainable with a focus on current research
and best management practices. A partnership with the SRJC’s
Ag and Natural Resource Department and California Sustainable
Winegrowing Alliance (CSWA) enables this event to be offered at
no charge to Sonoma County grape growers. Please register to
attend by August 5 at: www.sonomawinegrape.org/fieldday.
At newsletter publication deadline, the lineup of presenters includes:
■

■

■

■

The information presented is from Western SARE grant research
projects currently managed by the Sonoma County Winegrape
Commission in conjunction with Rhonda Smith, UCCE Viticulture
Farm Advisor, Mark Greenspan of Advanced Viticulture, and Tom
Gore of CWUS/Simi Winery.

■

Laura Breyer, Breyer’s Vineyard IPM Service — IPM Season
Highlights;
Dr. Doug Gubler, UC Davis — Fungicide Resistance 		
Management and Prevention for Grapevine Diseases;
Sue Ostrom, Sonoma County Chief Deputy Agricultural
Commissioner — Laws & Regulations Update. Pesticide use
reporting requirements, proper disposal of old pesticides, and
EGVM quarantine update and management information;
Jeffrey Zick, Unti Vineyards — Reducing Pesticides with
Modern Spray Technology: The Lipco Tunnel Recycling
Sprayer; and
Kathy Kellison, Partners for Sustainable Pollination — Bee
Friendly Farming. Cultivating and nurturing nectar and pollen
sources for native pollinators, beneficial insects and honey bees.

There is no charge to attend. CEU hours including ½ hour of Laws
& Regulations will be applied for.

Water Conservation Field Day agenda details and registration are
found in the current Sonoma County Winegrower eblasts and
on the Winegrower website: www.sonomawinegrape.org. For
more information or to register contact Karen at 707-522-5862
or karen@sonomawinegrape.org.
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3637 Westwind Blvd.
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Platinum Commission Sponsors:

Sonoma County Winegrape Commission Calendar
Please view our calendar at www.SonomaWineGrape.org/events for a complete listing.
For additional information or to RSVP, contact Karen at 707-522-5862 or karen@sonomawinegrape.org

Aug 3
		
		

EDP Workshop in Spanish — Free 2-hour CalOSHA Night Safety Training. Includes samples of approved night
gear. Various agencies and private groups are looking for night work violations. Free to vineyard employees. Sponsored
by the Sonoma County Grape Growers Foundation.

Aug 6

PCA Breakfast Meeting — Omelette Express Windsor, 7:00-8:30am

Aug 8

Sustainable Winegrowing Field Day — Shone Farm, RSVP by August 5

Aug 15

Smart Marketer Seminar — Hilton Santa Rosa, RSVP by August 12

Aug 16

Irrigation Water Field Day — Healdsburg, RSVP by August 12

Oct 4-6

Harvest Fair — Sonoma County Fairgrounds

Nov 6

Organic Producer Group Meeting — Geyserville, RSVP by November 1

Dec 19

Smart Marketer Seminar — Hilton Santa Rosa, RSVP by December 13

2014
Jan 23

Dollars & $ense Seminar — Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, Santa Rosa

